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About GAO 

• The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) is an 
independent, nonpartisan agency that works for the U.S. 
Congress—our government’s legislative branch. 

• Often called the "congressional watchdog," GAO investigates 
how the federal government spends taxpayer dollars. 

• GAO’s work is done at the request of congressional 
committees or subcommittees or is mandated by public laws 
or committee reports. We also undertake research under the 
authority of the Comptroller General.   
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GAO’s Natural Resources and Environment 
Team 
• The Natural Resources and Environment (NRE) team is 

responsible for GAO’s assessments of federal efforts to: 
• manage our nation’s land and water resources, 
• protect the environment, 
• ensure food safety, 
• manage agricultural programs, 
• ensure a reliable and environmentally sound energy 

supply, 
• meet the nation’s science challenges, and 
• address US and international nuclear security and cleanup. 
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Climate Change is a High-Risk Issue 

• Every 2 years at the start of a new Congress, GAO calls 
attention to agencies and program areas that are high risk due 
to their vulnerabilities to fraud, waste, abuse, and 
mismanagement, or are most in need of transformation. 

• GAO designated Limiting the Federal Government's Fiscal 
Exposure by Better Managing Climate Change Risks as a high 
risk issue in 2013. See GAO-17-317. 

• Climate change is a cross-cutting issue, affecting almost all of 
the issue areas in the NRE team and others across GAO. 
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Limiting the Federal Government’s Fiscal Exposure by 
Better Managing Climate Change Risks 

• GAO has identified federal fiscal exposure to climate risks in 5 
areas: 
• infrastructure,  
• insurance,  
• technical assistance,  
• disaster assistance, and  
• strategic planning. 

• GAO is focused on saving taxpayer money in the long term 
through enhanced resilience (not emissions reductions). 

• GAO has ongoing work and completed work in each of these 
categories (see handout). 
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How does GAO audit climate change 
issues? 

• Program Evaluation 
• Informational Reports 
• Forward-looking Engagements  
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Program Evaluation  

• Classic backward-looking program 
evaluation. 

• For example, “Is the program 
addressing the effects of climate 
change in the way it is supposed to?” 
• Climate Change Assessment: 

Administration Did Not Meet 
Reporting Deadline (GAO-05-
338R) 

• Climate Change Adaptation: DOD 
Needs to Better Incorporate 
Adaptation into Planning and 
Collaboration at Overseas 
Installation (GAO-18-206) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We do classic, backward looking program evaluation—but there aren’t many examples of federal programs in the climate change area in the United States.In 2005, we reported that the federal government had not met legal requirements to report on climate change: Climate Change Assessment: Administration Did Not Meet Reporting Deadline (GAO-05-338R)We found that the Executive Branch had not met a deadline for creating a scientific assessment of climate change’s current and projected impacts, which was required to be completed every four years by the Global Change Research Act of 1990.We recommended that the Executive Branch take the steps necessary to complete its work on-time and in a meaningful, summary form—and not in a series of smaller reports spread over a long period of time that the Executive had planned.In late 2017, we issued a report on how DOD is addressing climate risks for overseas installations: Climate Change Adaptation: DOD Needs to Better Incorporate Adaptation into Planning and Collaboration at Overseas Installation (GAO-18-206)We found that DOD did not (1) consistently track systematically track the costs associated with extreme weather events and climate change for its overseas installations, (2) complete a vulnerability assessment that included all relevant sites, and (3) fully integrate climate adaptation into its installation plans or designs.We recommended that DOD (1) require its oversea installations to track costs associated with extreme weather and climate change, (2) administer its vulnerability assessment to all relevant locations, and (3) incorporate climate change adaptation into guidance for developing installation plans, including master plans and natural resource plans, at all locations.



Informational Reports  
• For example, “What is known about efforts to manage the 

effects of climate change?” 
• Climate Change: Selected Governments Have Approached 

Adaptation through Laws and Long-Term Plans (GAO-16-
454) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We do informational reports—that is, what is known about the impacts of climate change on a certain area of interest?In 2016 we issued an informational report: Climate Change: Selected Governments Have Approached Adaptation through Laws and Long-Term Plans (GAO-16-454)We found that all five governments we studied had enacted laws and developed long-term plans as a part of their approaches to climate change adaptation.  (The five governments were: the European Union, Mexico, the Netherlands, the Philippines, and the United Kingdom.)We found that the United States had taken steps to enhance resilience through climate change adaptation. Legislation had been introduced to enhance resilience to weather-related events but was not enacted. The President issued an executive order directing federal agencies to develop or update adaptation plans and created an action plan that set strategic climate change adaptation priorities.



Forward-looking Engagements  
• For example, “What options are 

available to the federal 
government for managing the 
effects of climate change?” 

• Most of GAO’s recent climate 
change work fits here. 
• Climate Information: A National 

System Could Help Federal, 
State, Local, and Private 
Sector Decision Makers Use 
Climate Information (GAO-16-
37) 

• Climate Change: Information 
on Potential Economic Effects 
Could Help Guide Federal 
Efforts to Reduce Fiscal 
Exposure (GAO-17-720) 
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Examples of Potential Economic Effects of Climate Change by 2100 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We do forward-looking engagements—that is, what options are available to the federal government for dealing with the impacts of climate change? Most of our recent work falls into this category.In 2016, we issued a report on systems for developing and disseminating climate information: Climate Information: A National System Could Help Federal, State, Local, and Private Sector Decision Makers Use Climate Information (GAO-16-37)We found that the climate information needs of federal, state, local, and private sector decision makers are not being fully met.  We saw that other nations (Germany, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom) had well-established climate information systems.We recommended that the executive branch (1) develop a set of authoritative climate change projections and observations and (2) create a national climate information system with defined roles for federal agencies and nonfederal entities. In 2017, we issued a report on the economic effects of climate change that has been cited widely: Climate Change: Information on Potential Economic Effects Could Help Guide Federal Efforts to Reduce Fiscal Exposure (GAO-17-720)We found that information on the economic effects of climate change is developing and imprecise, but can convey insights into the regions and sectors in the U.S. that could be most affected.We recommended that the executive branch (Office of Science and Technology Policy), use information on potential economic effects to help identify significant climate risks and craft appropriate federal responses.



Forward-looking Engagements (cont’d)  
• “What options are available 

to the federal government for 
managing the effects of 
climate change?” 
• Flood Insurance: 

Comprehensive Reform 
Could Improve Solvency 
and Increase Resilience 
(GAO-17-425). 
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Six Areas That Constitute Comprehensive 
Flood Insurance Reform 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another example of forward-looking work related to climate risks  is a report we issued in 2017 on the federal flood insurance program: Flood Insurance: Comprehensive Reform Could Improve Solvency and Increase Resilience (GAO-17-425).We found that reducing federal exposure and improving resilience to flooding will require comprehensive reform of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) .We recommended that the federal government consider comprehensive reform covering six key areas to enhance national resilience to floods: outstanding debtpremium ratesAffordabilityconsumer participationbarriers to private-sector involvement, andNFIP flood resilience efforts.



Limiting the Federal Government’s Fiscal Exposure 
by Better Managing Climate Change Risks 

• Questions? 
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GAO on the Web  
Connect with GAO on LinkedIn, Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, YouTube and our Web site: https://www.gao.gov/ 
Subscribe to our RSS Feeds or E-mail Updates. Listen to our Podcasts and read The Watchblog 

Congressional Relations 
Orice Williams Brown, Managing Director, WilliamsO@gao.gov 
(202) 512-4400, U.S. Government Accountability Office  
441 G Street, NW, Room 7125, Washington, DC 20548 

Public Affairs 
Chuck Young, Managing Director, youngc1@gao.gov 
(202) 512-4800, U.S. Government Accountability Office 
441 G Street, NW, Room 7149, Washington, DC 20548 

Strategic Planning and External Liaison 
James-Christian Blockwood, Managing Director, spel@gao.gov 
(202) 512-4707, U.S. Government Accountability Office,  
441 G Street NW, Room 7814, Washington, DC 20548 

Copyright 
This is a work of the U.S. government and is not subject to copyright protection in the United States. The published 
product may be reproduced and distributed in its entirety without further permission from GAO. However, because this 
work may contain copyrighted images or other material, permission from the copyright holder may be necessary if you 
wish to reproduce this material separately.  
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