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NEBRASKA TOURISM COMMISSION HISTORY
• Travel and Tourism had been a division within the Nebraska 

Department of Economic Development until 2012.

• Nebraska Legislature created the Nebraska Tourism 
Commission, as a separate State Agency in July 2012.

• Agency overseen by nine commission members, who are 
appointed by the Governor.

• Funded mostly by a 1% Nebraska Lodging Tax.



2015 EXPENSE SUMMARY
(NOT INCLUDING PAYROLL)



INVOICE EXAMPLE



ACTUAL SUPPORT FROM VENDOR



QUESTIONABLE?



Other Significant Issues For Photo Shoot:
• Reimbursement for cash withdrawals.

• Director reimbursed $1,318 for mileage; however, gas 
was paid by Tourism credit card.

• Several missing props and other items.

• Bailey Lauerman paid over $47,000 for photo shoot 
staff time.  One individual recorded 14.1 hours in a 
day with no breaks for breakfast, lunch, Dinner.  (8:00 
a.m. to 10:06p.m.

• Paid $2,775 to use State airplane for Commission 
employee to join shoot.
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2015 NEBRASKA TOURISM CONFERENCE
• Paid Mr. Shawn Achor $44,000 

to speak for an hour and a half 
at the conference.  Also paid 
for his lodging and meals. 

• Three other speakers paid over 
$9,000; all less than an hour 
and a half.

• Paid for complimentary 
massages for conference 
attendees.

• Paid for 20 extra meals.
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CONTRACT OVER BUDGET
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SUMMARY OF OTHER ISSUES
• On over 35 different occasions Bailey Lauerman paid for 

meals and drinks for the Director and her spouse, Deputy 
Director,  Commissioner and spouse, or other employees.

1. Director and BL employee dinner at Crab House in Austin, TX for 
$255.  Also, paid for lunch $109.

2. Director and BL employee drinks at the Chuggin Monkey for $31.

• Paid for Bailey Lauerman to attend out of State conferences 
including paying for an unoccupied hotel room at $320 per 
night.

• Paid $18,511 to relocate employee 217 miles; this included 
$8,000 for realtor’s commission on her sold house.



AUDIT TIMELINE

• Report issued April 29, 2016.

• Report presented to the 
commissioners on May 3, 2016.

• Tourism Director put on paid 
investigatory suspension on May 
13, 2016.

• Tourism Director fired on May 26, 
2016.

Nebraska Nice?



The following is a link to the full report:
http://www.auditors.nebraska.gov/APA_Reports/2016/SA91-04292016-

January_1_2015_through_December_31_2015_Attestation_Report.pdf
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