
 
National Intergovernmental Audit Forum 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
600 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

November 20, 2013 
 

 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am Registration & Continental Breakfast 

 
8:00 am – 8:10 am Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 Gene L. Dodaro, Comptroller General of the United States and NIAF Chair 
  

8:10 am – 8:20 am Special Appreciation from Intergovernmental Audit Community 
 Marcia Buchanan, U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), Retired 
 

8:20 am – 8:45 am NIAF Strategic Plan Update 
 Patricia Dalton, Chief Operating Officer, GAO 
  
 Gary Blackmer, Director, Audits Division, Oregon Secretary of State 
 

8:45 am – 9:10 am Federal, State, and Local Issues Briefing 
Phyllis K. Fong, Chair of Council of the Inspectors General  
on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) and Inspector General, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 
 
Ronald L. Jones, Chief Examiner, Department of Examiners of Public  
Accounts, Alabama 

  
Jerry Heer, Director of Audits, Audit Services Division, Milwaukee County 
Office of the Comptroller 

  
9:10 am – 10:00 am What’s New About Big Data?  Implications for the Audit and  

 Accountability Community 
 Timothy Persons, Chief Scientist, GAO 
 
 Moderator:  Kathleen Tighe, Chair, Recovery Accountability and 

Transparency Board & Inspector General, U.S. Department of 
Education 

 
10:00 am – 10:25 am Networking Break 

 
10:25 am – 11:15 am Panel Presentation:  Update on the DATA Act and the Data Forum 

 Stan Czerwinski, Director, Strategic Issues, GAO  
 
 Steve Lord, Director, Forensic Audits and Investigative Service, GAO 
 
 Kathleen Tighe, Chair, Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board & 

Inspector General, U.S. Department of Education  
 
 Moderator:  Yesmín M. Valdivieso, Comptroller of Puerto Rico 
 
 
 
 
  



11:15 am – 12:05 pm Panel Presentation:  Patient Protection and Affordable Health Care  
 Act Implementation 

 John E. Dicken, Director, Health Care, GAO 
 
Elaine Howle, State Auditor, California 
 
Tom Salmon, Assistant Inspector General for Audit Services, Office of the  
Inspector General, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 
Moderator:  Gloria Jarmon, Deputy Inspector General for Audit 
Services, Office of the Inspector General, HHS 
 

12:05 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch (Lobby, U.S. PTO) 
 
1:30 pm – 3:10 pm  The Changed Congress:   What the Audit and Accountability 

Community Needs to Know 
 Ron Elving, Senior Washington Editor, National Public Radio News 
  
 Moderator:  Kate Siggerud, Managing Director, Congressional  
 Relations, GAO   

  
3:10 pm – 3:35 pm Networking Break    

 
3:35 pm – 4:35 pm Government Data Sharing Community of Practice: Panel Presentation 

on Legal Issues to Data Sharing  
  
 Glenn Harris, Counsel to the Inspector General, U.S. Small Business 

Administration 
  
 Greg Nelson, Healthcare Portfolio Manager, The MITRE Corporation 
 
 Greg Hook, Deputy Legislative Auditor, Maryland General Assembly, Office 

of Legislative Audits 
 
 Moderator:  Steve Lord, Director, Forensic Audits and Investigative  
 Service, GAO 
 
      4:35 pm – 4:45 pm Closing Remarks and Adjournment 
    Luis Escalante, Jr., NIAF Executive Director 
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