
EVALUATING AT-RISK EXPENDITURES AND STATUTORY 
COMPLIANCE

• PREPARING A PRESENTATION

 Kansas Department of Education’s list of approved at-risk programs did not comply with 
state law.
 None of the programs we reviewed (40) met all 3 statutory criteria
 Most programs had little to no evidence of effectiveness
 Programs did not meet the purpose of at-risk programs (above and beyond services)

 Districts did not spend their at-risk funding in alignment with state law.
 30% of the 180 expenditures ($5.2 million) we reviewed did not adhere to statutory spending rules
 Unclear how much at-risk spending provides an “above and beyond” opportunity as required by state law

 At-risk students are performing poorly and not making up much ground.
 Consistently score about ½ level behind other students on state assessments
 Graduation rates are consistently lower (94% vs 80% in 2022)
 Consistently score about 4 points lower on ACT (21 vs 17 in 2022)
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